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Dundee Council  
 
Questions on modern studies and citizenship 
 

1. What proportion of your schools offer Modern Studies as a discrete subject in BGE?  
100% 

 
2. What proportion of your schools offer an integrated Social Studies Course in BGE? 

100% 
 

3. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover citizenship in 
S1 – S3? 
100% 

 
4. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover citizenship in 

S4 – S6? 
100% 
 

Senior Phase 
 
[NB please note these questions relate to whether your schools provide the following 
qualifications, as opposed to whether pupils attending your schools access these courses in 
other schools or in colleges] 
 

1. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 3 qualification in 
Senior Phase? 
100% 

 
2. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 4 qualification in the 

Senior Phase? 
 100% 
 

3. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 5 qualification in the 
Senior Phase? 
100% 

 
4. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Higher qualification in the 

Senior Phase? 
100% 

 
5. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Advanced Higher 

qualification in the Senior Phase? 
100%, although this is delivered through a City Campus model. 

 
6. Has the provision of qualifications at any of these levels fluctuated over the past five 

years? If so, please specify. 
No. 
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Staffing 
 

1. What proportion of secondary schools in your area have at least one full time 
specialist modern studies teacher (or equivalent of at least 1 FTE)? 
100% 

 
2. What proportion of the modern studies specialists in schools in your area are 

teaching in permanent posts?  
93% 

 
3. Has the number of permanent posts in modern studies changed in the last 5 years in 

your area? If so, please provide details. 
No 

 
4. Of the secondary schools in your area that offer discrete Modern Studies classes in 

BGE, roughly what proportion of these classes are taught by a specialist modern 
studies teacher? 
100%, although some are taught by teachers dual qualified in History. 

 
5. What proportion of secondary schools in your area offer Modern Studies 

qualifications of some form? Within this proportion, do you know the extent to which 
these classes are taught by a specialist modern studies teacher? 
100% 

 
6. Are there any specific challenges in your area at present in relation to the recruitment 

of modern studies specialists? Has this become easier or more challenging over the 
course of the past 5 years? 
No. No change in general. 

 
General comments (optional) 
 

1. What could help to improve the quality of teaching and learning in modern studies in 
your education authority area?  
 

• Less course contents at all levels.  In the senior phase there is too much content to 
cover in N5 and Higher.  In the BGE, the Es & Os are too broad and the content 
therefore ‘spins out’ and can be too great.  

• The amount of content is a barrier to activities such as co-operative leaning.  It would 
be beneficial if there were more examples of subject specific good practice in relation 
to overcoming these barriers. 
 

2. Are there any other comments you would like to make to inform the Committee’s 
work? 

 
There is a view that the quality and rigour of questions in N5 and H has declined in 
recent years.  The marking of the assignment is unpredictable, and the task is not 
candidate friendly.  There are too many barriers to attainment in the assignments at 
N5 and Higher. There can be noticeable gaps between candidates’ performance in the 
written paper and assignment.  On the other hand, N4 assessment is not rigorous 
enough and would benefit from an end of year exam. 

 

 
 


